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Digital Equipment 
Corporation (DEC) 
developed filter 
systems

Brain: first 
computer virus 
for MS-DOS

Morris worm: 
first distributed 
via the Internet

AT&T Bell Labs 
introduced 
stateful 
firewalls

First firewall 
includes 
application 
gateways

Application 
level firewall 
introduced

WM/Concept 
first virus to 
spread through 
Microsoft Word

Gartner starts 
Next Generation 
Firewall discussion

First denial-of-
service attack 
is discovered

Snort, open source 
Intrusion Detection 
System, released

Evasions 
researched

Conficker infects 
9 to 15 million 
Microsoft 
systems

Web application 
firewalls become 
stronger in the 
market

Evasion concept 
introduced at 
Black Hat

The firewall is 
25 years old

Software enabled 
security introduced, 
making blade 
technology obsolete

Evader tool 
is launched

Native clustering 
for high availability 
and performance 
introduced

IDS

DoS

The firewall is an invisible wall to protect consumers
and corporate networks from evolving threats.

25th Anniversary
of the Firewall


